
12th October 2016 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
  
Ofsted Inspection and Visit by Lord Nash, Minister for Schools 

  
We have started the new academic year well, buoyed by this summer’s hugely improved 
GCSE results. I would to thank all our students for the way in which they have welcomed our 
new Year 7s and our staff for their enthusiasm and care in ensuring their transition has been 
smooth and enjoyable.  
  
As you will know from talking to your child, we are continuing with the policies and 
structures we put in place last year and which contributed to this success.  These are an 
essential part of our approach to accelerating improvement across the school and their 
importance has been recognised externally over the past few weeks. 
  
At the end of September we were inspected by Ofsted. Their report, published today, has 
been placed on our website. Given the fluctuations we have been through over the past 
couple of years, it is unsurprising that Ofsted have judged us to be Requiring Improvement. 
However, there is a great deal in the report that is encouraging and the inspectors’ findings 
matched our own internal self-assessment and their areas for improvement were aspects of 
our own School Improvement Plan. 
  
As you will see in the report, the academy is praised for the progress we have made over the 
past year which was reflected in this summer’s results and for the quality of teaching and 
learning that is quickly becoming embedded across the school. 
  
The report acknowledges that we are heading in the right direction but that we are not 
there yet and we need to remain relentless in our attention to many areas of school life, not 
least in numeracy, reading and communication so that each student is able to make the 
most of their time here. “Fresh Start” to develop reading was introduced in September and 
has had proven success nationally. Library use has increased borrowing by 69%. These and 
other strategies will continue to support our students.  
  
Every day at school is vital for every child and the inspectors praised the new approaches we 
have put in place over the past 12 months saying “More effective systems are in use across 
the school and there is a palpable change among staff and pupils. A strong culture is 
developing…Leaders understand the areas for improvement and have appropriate actions in 
their development plans. They recognise the urgent need to accelerate improvement in 
pupils’ achievement. Changes are under way to address inconsistencies, but some have not 
yet had an impact.” 

  
The changes we made to addressing challenging behaviour have also been noted as being 
significant in our improvement, “Pupils and staff say behaviour has improved and poor 
behaviour is dealt with quickly and effectively since the recent launch of the revised 
behaviour system…Inspectors observed pupils behaving well in lessons. No derogatory 
language was heard. Most pupils wear their uniform smartly and have pride in their school.” 



Behaviour in the playground can be boisterous, however, and inspectors said this must 
improve. But they emphasised the strength of our safeguarding and care for our students 
writing “The welfare of pupils is the highest priority for leaders. Pupils describe how they are 
well cared for, that they feel safe and are sure about which member of staff to go to if they 
have a concern…The arrangements for safeguarding are effective…Pupils overwhelmingly 
feel safe in the school.” 
 
We are proud of our students and the way they treat each other: “Pupils are tolerant of 
others and respectful of those who may look and act differently from themselves. Leaders 
ensure that diversity is celebrated within the school.” 
 
We are proud of our work in the community: 
“The school is committed to engaging with parents and the community and uses a wide 
variety of approaches.” 
 
We are pleased pupils want to be here in school and attendance trends are upward.  
 
We are pleased results showed students can achieve the highest standards here. 
  
So there is a great deal in the Report to spur us on to continue with the improvement that is 
already well underway. But there remains more to do to get us to where we know 
Manchester Academy can be so that every student leaves here with the qualifications and 
skills needed for successful adult lives. 
  
Achieving this requires the work of every student and all our staff, the support of our 
colleagues in United Learning and the encouragement of you as parents and carers so that 
each of our students knows that we are all taking a personal interest in their development 
and success. 
  
To celebrate the improvement that we made, we were delighted today to welcome the 
Education Minister, Lord Nash, and Vicky Beer CBE, the Regional Schools Commissioner, 
who congratulated us on our summer results. This visit reminds us how much Ministers and 
the outside world care about Manchester Academy and want us to succeed. Our Ofsted 
report demonstrates that we must continue to focus on improvement in every lesson, every 
day but that we are fully capable of meeting our own high ambitions for the school. 
  
I look forward to working with you all, students, parents, governors and staff, in continuing 
to build on this summer’s results and accelerating our improvement further and at pace.  
 

  OFSTED REPORT 
 

http://bit.ly/0fstEdR
http://bit.ly/0fstEdR

